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TREE GIVEAWAY AND FLOWER POT RECYCLING OPPORTUNITY Chester Township 

SPRING IS HERE! The Board of Trustees 

After a year of pandemic restrictions, storms and winter ice damming we are happy to see the remnants 
of over 50 inches of snow are rapidly disappearing, the days are becoming longer, flowers are emerging 
and Spring Cleanup has begun! 

Over the next two months you should see quite a lot of work being done to recover from a cold and diffi-
cult winter and to prepare for reopening the Club House and Pool. The work will include:   

· Repairs, power washing and sealing of all cedar fences 

· Removal of all attic roof fans. 

· Replacement of the pool deck 

· Replacement of the pool cover and spa heater 

· Tree work to protect against the emerald ash borer, lantern flies and other pests 

· Repair and refinishing of the Club House deck and repainting of the Club House entrance and col-
umns. 

· Concrete repairs  

Other projects will be announced. 

All of us are hoping for an early and full return to the excellent program of Club House activities and full 
use of the pool.  Governmental Covid policy and insurance limitations will determine when and how the 
Club House and pool will open.  The Board, will work with the Club House and Pool Committee to imple-
ment a plan offering the required protections and maximum use of our beautiful facilities.  You can ex-
pect use will be restricted to permanent residents who have vaccinations and sign a waiver.  We will re-
port more on that subject in April. 

Please welcome your new neighbors. 

Save the date for the Chester Environmental Commission’s annual tree giveaway!  
Sunday, April 25 at the Chester Library parking lot. 
Also…it’s planting season! The flower pots your shrubs come in aren’t recyclable.  Instead of 
throwing them away, please consider donating them to this year’s tree giveaway – sched-
uled for April 25th. Tree saplings have a better chance to survive if they spend their first 
few years in a pot (one-gallon or larger please). 
Pots can be dropped off at the Chester Library on Saturday, April 24 or Sunday, April 25 anytime be-
tween the hours of 9 a.m.-noon. We hope to have enough pots available for everyone who may need one. 
Thank you for helping the environment! 
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SPRING PROJECT LIST 

MESSAGE FROM MAYOR MARCIA ASDAL  
J&J VACCINE FOR HOMEBOUND RESIDENTS 

In addition, here is the project list we are working on for Spring- the list is “heavy” because of delayed 
work caused by the pandemic and surprises we did not anticipate. 
 
· Fences:  In April, a contractor will be repairing and treating our cedar fences to enhance their ap-

pearance, utility and prolong their lives.  
· Club House Deck: The deck will be sanded and finished; the exposed section will be replaced, ventila-

tion added and columns and woodwork painted.  
· Club House front door columns and trim will be painted.  
· Generator Fence: Will be replaced.  
· Sauvignon Doors: A contractor will be working on all Sauvignon front door frames to maintain their 

weather integrity, appearance and lives.  
· Roof Fans: All remaining roof fans (29) will be removed and the roofs repaired to avoid any possibil-

ity of leaks at these locations.  
· Pool Spa: The pool spa heater will be replaced.  
· Pool Cover: The pool cover will be replaced. 
· Pool Deck: Because of the new pool cover and the age and condition of the pool deck, we will replace 

the deck and provide cover anchors to code. 
· Mulch: The contractor will carefully add 325 cubic yards of mulch to the entrances and yards in the 

community 
 
All of this work is funded. 
 
We are also looking into what needs to be done to mitigate the risk of tree damage to homes 
from the route 206 conservation area. This work will require approval of the township. 
 
 
Finally, as you know, we had over 50 inches of snow this winter and the contractor did a 
great job of keeping the community clear. The cost of snow removal has exceeded our budget 
and, as is common in communities, the excess cost will be assessed as a special snow assess-
ment.  More on that later. 

The Board 

Chester Township 

“Morris County is working with Atlantic Health to provide the J&J vaccine to homebound 
residents. Please send along any names and contact info of Chester Twp. residents and we’ll 
make sure they’re on the list. 
Residents of other Morris County municipalities should reach out to their own health departments for 
specific information. 
Email me masdal@chestertownship.org.  
You can also call Washington Township’s COVID hotline at 908-441-2597.” 
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CHESTER LIBRARY VIRTUAL ADULT PROGRAMS APRIL 2021 

Submitted by Lisa Resnick BOOK CLUB SCHEDULE  

4/5 at noon: Senior Resource Center: Introduction to Jin Shin Jyutsu. 

4/6 at 4pm: The Life and History of Buffalo Bill   

4/7 at 7pm: Anniversary of the sinking of the Titanic with Jason Scappaticci  

4/8 at 3pm: Virtual Yoga  

4/9 at 1pm: Monthly creative writing workshop with Michelle Cameron. 

4/12 at 11am: Medicare Part B - Q & A with Senior Medicare Patrol 

4/13 at 2pm: Watercolor Art Class for Adults with Susan Jones. 

4/13 at 7pm: Great Decision Meeting 5; Struggles over the melting Arctic. 

4/14 at 10am: Library Director’s book review club. 

4/14 at 7pm: Celebrating Shakespeare on his Birthday: Gardening in the  

                      age of Elizabeth I  with Lesley Parness. 

4/15 at 7pm: Discover Montana with Kirby Lambert. 

4/19 at 7pm: Voters Education Series (host the League of Women Voters) 

4/21 at 4pm: The life and legacy of Annie Oakley with Charlotte Endorf. 

4/22 at 4pm: The Quilts and Life of Grace Synder with Charlotte Endorf 

4/26 at11am: Medicare Part D with Senior Medicare Patrol. 

4/27 at 2pm: One hour of Vintage Spring Music with Classic Images. 

4/27 at 7pm: Great Decisions Meeting 6; Brexit and the European Union; moderator Jason Scappaticci 

4/28 at 4pm; Excess Baggage: Riding the Orhan Train with Charlotte Endorf 

4/28 at 7pm: The Lincoln assassination with Mallory Howard. 

4/29 at 3pm: Virtual Yoga  

4/29 at 7pm: History Lecture; Great Plains Welsh History in the USA 

 

Register for all programs 
at chesterlib.org  

Need Help?  
Contact Donnella Tilery  

donnel-
la.tilery@chesterlib.org 

or 
Call 908-879-7612  

The following is our book schedule for the next few months. 

April 14 - The Splendid and The Vile by Erik Larson 
May 12 - White Ivy by Susie Yang 
June 9 - Hamnet by Maggie O'Farrell 
July 14 - Daughters of Yalta by Catherine Grace Fox 
 
Two books recommended for reading pleasure. 

The Traitor and The Spy and The Weight of Ink  

Interested in updates or joining the discussion? 

Contact Pat Perkins @ peacefulpat13@yahoo.com to be included in the book club email roster.  
Contact Peggy Zysman @  peggy.zysman@gmail.com with general inquiries  
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Tom Morley WHO WERE LEWIS AND CLARK? 

Background:  

From his youth Thomas Jefferson was fascinated with the West. He had never traveled far from his 
home and imagined the West to be a land of mystery and revelation where the US could stretch its 
boundaries and grow into a great world power. Europeans and American believed that if you could fol-
low the Missouri to its headwaters you could possibly reach the Pacific Ocean, a Northwest Passage! It 
was 1802 and President Jefferson and his secretary, Army Captain Meriwether Lewis, were reviewing a 
book that had just arrived describing the voyage ten years previous of Alexander MacKenzie's explora-
tion efforts for a Northwest Passage from Montreal to the Pacific Ocean. The territory west of  the Mis-
sissippi River, the Louisiana Territory was not yet a US possession. (The purchase from Napoleon who 
needed money for his wars occurred a year later in 1803.) Jefferson was eager to know the height of the 
mountains, the flora and fauna, what Indian tribes, the fertility of the soil, the rainfall and climate gen-
erally and what mineral deposits. It was on this afternoon that the "Voyage of Discovery" was conceived.  

Meriwether Lewis and William Clark  

Meriwether Lewis was a 28-year-old army officer who was born on a plantation within sight of Monticel-
lo. His father was an army officer who died during the Revolutionary War when his son was 5. Jefferson 
had been close to Lewis's father, he did not have a son of his own, and developed a father-son relation-
ship with Lewis. Lewis inherited his father's plantation but had the wandering spirit. He turned the 
management of the plantation over to his mother and joined the Army at age 20 in 1794. It was in 1801 
that Jefferson called him to the President's House (today called the White House) to become his Secre-
tary. Lewis had less than 5 years of formal schooling, but he was a quick learner and spent the next two 
years meeting the important people some of whom were leaders in the natural sciences. On walks, Jef-
ferson would point out and describe plants and stars. He introduced Lewis to taxidermy, surveying, the 
use of the sextant, how to press plants and other skills. But, mostly, they talked about the West. This 
area west of the Mississippi River was never really explored. Jefferson imagined a mountain of pure 
salt, Welsh Indians, the Lost Tribe of Israel, easy portage over what we call the Rockies (from reading 
MacKenzie's book it seemed that the Missouri into the Columbia where an easy portage over the Rock-
ies was possible), and other unimaginable wonders. To find the waterway to the Orient would be the 
crown jewel! If commerce picked up in the future, most of the products would pass through the "port' at 
New Orleans. All the rivers from the Rockies to the Appalachians drain into and down the Mississippi 
River. He wanted to create a continent from sea to sea and New Orleans was an important part of that 
puzzle and a potential source of additional revenue. The exotic furs of the west coast and interior were 
known and valued worldwide. It was time to move, get an exploration underway with the outcome even-
tually being to settle the lands west of the Mississippi with people from the United States. Without hesi-
tation Jefferson told Lewis to drop all other responsibilities and concentrate on leading such an expedi-
tion. Two thirds of the continent was at stake. It had to be American and the race was on.  

William Clark was born in 1789 (four years older than Lewis). He was the youngest of a large family 
and his brothers served the Revolutionary War, one of them rising to the rank of general. Clark joined 
the frontier militia and quickly rose in rank. A few years later as a Captain in the Regular Army, he 
took command of a company of elite rifle sharpshooters. This was when he met Lewis who served under 
him. Clark spent much time in the wilderness of Kentucky and Ohio. He was less educated than Lewis 
in social and scientific skills but had the skills that Lewis would need. He knew how to fight Indians 
and negotiate with them. He was a waterman   who had developed his skills on the Ohio and Mississippi 
Rivers. He was a surveyor. He had built forts in the wilderness, blazed trails through unknown lands 
and was very strong. He retired from the Army in 1796 and worked with his brother, the retired gen-

(Continued on page 5) 
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eral. Both men Lewis and Clark fondly remembered their time together in the earlier years.  

Clark was contacted by Lewis, offered the rank of Captain (as was Lewis at the time) and co-leader of 
the expedition. He accepted. Together they hired 30 men to join them each of whom had a special skill 
including carpenters, boatmen, rifle repairmen, blacksmiths, hunters, etc. All were regular Army and all 
at the time of the outset were in excellent physical condition. All survived the adventure but for one man 
who died from acute appendicitis during the journey. Congress appropriated $2500 for provisions for the 
trip and $696 of that amount was allocated to trinkets for the Indians. Both men had access to a letter of 
credit and were able to draw down an additional $38,000. They left Mt Charles, MO where the Missouri 
River flows into the Mississippi River and headed West, against the current, in a 55-foot boat.  

The complete story of their adventure is best told by Stephen Ambrose in his book "Lewis and Clark: 
The Voyage of Discovery" which he wrote while taking the trip with his family on the 250th anniversary 
of the event. Beautiful pictures included in the book. A fascinating read. (He is also famous for his "Band 
of Brothers" book of WWII. If you really want to travel the route with guides on bus for a two-week peri-
od, "roadscholar.org" offers such a tour! I did it a few years ago and loved every minute of it.  

How did these two brave men finish out their life after the amazing adventure? That is another story. 
We first must understand that in addition to all the interesting items and souvenirs they brought back, 
it was their journals and maps that were the most valuable treasures. Lewis promised Jefferson that he 
would turn the journals into books and made a contract with a Philadelphia publisher. He developed 
writer's block and never produced the document.  Because of failure to do this, and other causes, Lewis 
went into deep depression. Jefferson appointed him Governor of Upper Louisiana, but he proved unsuit-
ed to politics. He incurred more money problems, had grown addicted to opium, and was drinking heavi-
ly. It all ended in suicide on the Natchez Trace in October of 1809. He was 35.  

Clark's post-expedition career and personal life were full of success and fulfillment. He married a cousin 
and had 5 children, the first born a boy named Meriwether Clark. After his wife died, he remarried a 
widow with 3 children and together they had 2 more. He served a Superintendent of Indian Affairs for 
30 years, was Governor of the Missouri Territory for 8 years. He died in 1838 at the age of 69 after an 8-
day illness. 

 

(Continued from page 4) 

Statue of Lewis and Clark 
with Seaman, the Newfound-
land dog that accompanied 
them. 

Tom Morley, photographer 

Meriwether Lewis 
and William Clark  
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Facilities 

Fred Karasek 
Bob Reigrod 
Steve Schlesinger 

 
Finance Advisory Group 

John Fuss 
Ray McCann 
Betsy Mintz 
 

Insurance Advisor 
Rick Resnick 

 
Landscaping & Trees 

Chris Biava 
Colleen Hamrah 
Robin Morley 
Diana Schlesinger 

 
Pool 

Richard Dischinger 
Greg Faughnan 
Bruce Goldstein 
Steve Hansbury 
Lynne Melillo, 
Louise Saliceti 

 

 

SUPPORT COMMITTEES 

Caring & Newcomers 
Valerie Kent, Chair 
Colleen Hamrah, Greeter 
 

Directory 
George Kline, monthly electronic 
Gail Knight, printed  

 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

President  - Tim Stewart (2022)   
Vice Pres./Facility - Mike Pelepshin (2024) 

Secretary  - Karen Newhouse (2024) 
Treasurer  - Hector Garcia (2022) 

Amenities  - Steve Schlesinger (2023)  
 

COMMITTEES 

Architectural Modifications 
Bob Duffy, Chair 
Marie & Charlie Bryant 
Jim Daly 
Roger Off 

 
By-Laws 

Bob Ardis 
Bob Duffy 
Ray Lanza 
Steve Heller 
Len Palamaro 

 
Clubhouse 

Open, Chair 
Valerie Kent, Supplies 
Gail Knight, Supplies 
Betsey Garcia, Supplies 
Lynne Melillo, Holiday Decor 
Joel Melillo, Exercise Equipment 
Joan Off 
Rosanne Palamaro, Library  
Barbara Newcomb, Advisor 
 

 
Covenants 

Bob Ardis 
Debbie Omansky 
Peter Spera 

Media Committee  
Hector Garcia 
 
 

Recreation Planning 
Hope Swarts, Chair 
Marie Bryant 
Patricia Cable-Perkins 
Linda Diforio 
Lucille Duffy 
Marion Ellis 
Colleen Hamrah 
Allan & Barbara Newcomb 
Joan Off 
Karen Shuffler 
Barbara Stewart 
Lori Tolento 
Birgit Wills 
 

Vintages 
Gail Knight - Editor  
The Klines -  Backup 

 
Information Distribution 

George Kline, Email 
Karen Shuffler, Flyers 

 
EMERGENCIES 

 
Clare Ramirez, Property Manager - 
EMERGENCIES ONLY  
1-888-992-9288 
 

Automated External  
Defibrillator (AED) 

Located in the fitness center at the 
Clubhouse — Call 911 

WHO’S WHO? 

Taylor Management, our property management firm, creates 
our work orders and interfaces with contractors about any ques-
tions regarding landscaping, maintenance or other problems in 
the community.  
When you have any questions or concerns, please contact Dan-
iela DeVries at ddevries@taylormgt.com or call either 973-267-
9000 x316 or 973-532-8216 direct. 
Clare Ramirez, Property Manager can be reached at 
cramirez@taylormgt.com or call either 732-764-1001 x131 or 732
-357-8441 direct. 
Visit our Community Website: www.fourseasonschester.com 

COMMUNITY PROBLEMS / QUESTIONS ? 
Four Seasons at Chester 

is on Facebook 
 

All you need to do to participate 
is have a Facebook account and 
become a friend of "Four Seasons 
at Chester" 

Facebook administrators are:  
Hope Swartz, Karen Shuffler, 
Allan Newcomb 


